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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD
SUBJECT: NSC Review Group Meeting, 6 March 1969

1. The § March meeting of the NEC Review Group
dealt with two related subjects: aspects of the Non Proliferation
Treaty, and Preparations for the Rightesn Nation Disarmamaent
Committee (ENDC) scheduled to begin meetings in Geneva on
18 March.

4. Discussion concerning NPT revolved around a paper
titled "Positions of Key Countries on the Non Proliferation
Treaty', prepared in response to NSSM £#18 by a NSC Ad Hoe
commiitee. This discusaion was brief and was directed only
at questions of accuracy. Finding that the Review Group was
in fundaumental concurrence on the paper, Chairman Henry
Kissinger directed that the paper, together with NSSM #1383,
be placed before the Under Seoretarios Committee. At present
it is not contemplated that NSAM #13 will go before the NBC
but will be resolved by the Under Secretaries Committes.

3. The discuseion concerning preparations for the
ENDC nession was divided into three parts: (a) iseues related
to & comprehenaive test ban; (b) 1ssues related to a cut-off
of production of fissionable materials for weanpons; and {(c)
possible arms control measures for the seabeds.



4. During the discusaion of the comprehensive test
ban, the consensus appeared to be that favering this measure
s 1ike favoring motherheod-~without any of the attendant rigks,
It was pointed out that the UB has favored this position for years
while the Boviets have stsadily been negative bacause of tts
accompanying fraplications of an internationsl inspection system.
The JC8 view, however, {s that & compreahensive tuat ban is
1ot {n the US {nterest at the present time and will not b for
severul yeura to cotme. It was sgreed that € whals paaition
of the US needs to be roviewed by the K3C. The NEC staff was
directixd by Kissinger to boll KESM #20 down so that it could
be used as & basis for NEC distusation.

5. The discussion of the cut-off of proaduction {asues
was fairly prolonged. Here sguin, the JCS took a negative
position regarding the desirability of the propoesal. From
this dizcussion emerged the view that {t might be desirable
to revamp the 1086 US cut-off proposal in the light of more
recent considerations. The NSC staff was given the task of
laying out & peper which would explore ths proe and ¢ons of
- continuing with the present proposal or setiing up a new one.
It was aldo agreed that a briefing would be présented before
the NS on this tssue, the participanta to be JC§ and ACDA.
I contracted to provide information on CIA sstimates of the
Soviet nuclear produation between 1888 and the present and
& projection fate the future.

8. The discussjon of the sesbeds control medsures
was fairly brief. Aguin the JCB took s basically negative view,
saying that the JC8 helleves that not engugh information is
available at present to determine whether or not such oontrol
* measurss would be in our national intersst. Qther participants
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in the disocussion agreed that a great deal remains unknown
about the technology and utility of seabed nuolear weapons. ~
It was agresd that the basic queation to he decided by the N8C
18 whether negotistions can begin on this subject before os-
sential study is completed. It was agreed that initial discus-
#ions could conceivably be hald by the disarmament committee
on whit are the essential elements of a esabed arms controt
measure. This lssue will be presented to the NEC in a paper
tnnnthtnuhzauun.pas-nnylmguuuu-dluruInﬂnﬁngu&thc :
mosting,

7. At the outset of the meeting Kissinger smnounced
that the Review Group will meet regularty henceforth at ,
2:00 pta on each Thursday. He also said that in & receat eon- |
versation, the President told him that he likes the optiens ¢
format for NSC papers. He wishes, however, that obviously
absurd options bs removed and wants the Review Group to
indicate which options appear to be the moreé logical or
"mpe‘mm". _

J. f.iln

J. SMITH
Deputy Director for Intelligence
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